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Overall Assessment. Please suggest a possible outcome of the evaluation among the choices: 

(  PhD thesis not ready to be defended; 

(  PhD awardable; 

X  PhD awardable cum laude (top 10%)
Evaluation Table 1 of 2 (Please tick as appropriate:  4 – Excellent, 3 – Very Good, 2 – Good, 1 – Fair, 0 – Poor,Not App: Not Applicable). Please add a short comment if the evaluation is Fair or Poor

	Scientific soundness and significance
	4
	3
	2
	2
	0
	Not App
	Comment

	Wide relevance/interest of the research theme 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Objectives well defined and scientifically supported
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adequacy of the methodological approach
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of the experimental setup
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Novelty of the approach
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Contribution to knowledge in the field
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Quality of the results 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Discussion and conclusions valid and properly supported
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	


Evaluation Table 2 of 2 (Please tick as appropriate:  4 – Excellent, 3 – Very Good, 2 – Good, 1 – Fair, 0 – Poor, Not App: Not Applicable). Please add a short comment if the evaluation is Fair or Poor

	Written Document
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	Not App
	Comment

	Quality of the Abstract (is it exhaustive?)
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Document organization. Suitable balance of  he component parts of the thesis
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Adequacy of the references
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Clarity 
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Communication effectiveness
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Properly supported discussion and conclusions
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


	Comments/Notes

	The research work presented by Ronchi in this thesis, provides an excellent example of how information gathered at preclinical settings can be used to informed and support clinical drug development at different levels. 

This work covers an important area of research with unmet need providing a novel methodology to address translational aspects in oncology research. Competitive oncology landscape stresses the importance of integration of information, as well as the use of modelling and simulation to support drug development and optimise the design of clinical studies. In this context, this work presents a great contribution and step forward.
To highlight, the PhD candidate incorporates a healthy discussion of model assumptions and limitations, as well as future perspectives to improve, and validate the proposed framework. I would like to suggest some additional discussion regarding the existing translational efforts in the field, as well as the potential to extrapolate the framework to biologics, given its predominant position in drug development in oncology.

It is also worth noting the extensive and comprehensive supplementary material prepared by the PhD candidate, describing the methodology and assumptions followed in the work, thus facilitating reproducibility of the work. However, the main text is a bit brief in description some times, and requires quite some back and forth between appendix and main text to well follow the results.

Finally, the quality of the thesis is supported by the already existing publication with the PhD candidate as co-author, and 3 additional works ready for publication. In addition, the PhD candidate has contributed in additional works as reflected in his co-authorship in 4 additional publications.
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